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MR. KOICHI BABA, DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS DIVISION FOR 

GOJ ENVIRONMENT AGENCY, WILL ATTEND INFORMAL MEETING OF MEMBERS OF 

UNEP GOVERNING COUNCIL AT UN HEADQUARTERS DEC 16-20. FOLLOWING 

THIS MEETING, BABA PLANS TO VISIT WASHINGTON, ARRIVING DEC 21 

AND DEPARTING DEC 24 AM. ON DEC 23, BABA WOULD APPRECIATE 

MEETING WITH MISS DOLORES GREGORY, EPA, ON INTERNATIONAL REFERRAL 

SERVICE; WITH CEQ; AND WITH DR. PETER HOUSE, WASHINGTON 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH CENTER. BABA PLANS TO CALL MISS GREGORY 

FROM NEW YORK TO ARRANGE APPOINTMENTS. HE WILL ALSO ATTEMPT TO 

VISIT DEPT OF STATE, OES/ENV, IF TIME PERMITS, BUT 

EXPECTS TO SEE HERTER AND OTHERS IN NEW YORK IN ANY EVENT. 

2. IN OTHER COMMENTS, BABA INDICATED THAT WHILE NEW ENVIRONMENT 
MINISTER, TATSUO OZAWA, SEEMS TO HAVE LITTLE INTEREST IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS PER SE, EA STAFFERS ARE HOPEFUL THAT AS 
MORE AGGRESSIVE AND EFFECTIVE NEGOTIATOR THAN HIS PREDECESSORS, 
OZAWA MAY HAVE GREATER SUCCESS IN SECURING FUNDS FOR ENVIRONMENT 
AGENCY FROM FINANCE MINISTRY. OZAWA, 57, A TOKYO UNIVERSITY LAW 
GRADUATE, IS MEMBER OF TANAKA FACTION WHO PREVIOUSLY SERVED AS 
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COMMENTED ON THE RECENT RECOMMENDATION OF THE EXPERT COMMITTEE 
ON AUTOMOBILE POLLUTION (TOKYO 15951) THAT THE IMPOSITION OF 
TIGHT NOX CONTROLS BE DEFERRED FOR TWO YEARS, DURING WHICH 
INTERIM STANDARDS WOULD BE APPLIED. WHILE THIS RECOMMENDATION 
HAS BEEN CRITICIZED AS TOO LENIENT BY ENVIRONMENTALISTS AND TOO 
HARSH BY THE AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY, IT IS STILL EXPECTED TO BE 
FORMALLY ADOPTED, BUT ONLY AFTER ANOTHER "CEREMONIAL" MEETING 
TO ALLOW CRITICS TO HAVE THEIR SAY. BABA AGREED THAT THE 
OPPOSITION OF THE AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY MAY BE LARGELY A TACTICAL 
MANOEUVER TO MINIMIZE PUBLIC SUSPICION THAT THE INTERIM 
STANDARDS WERE DESIGNED LARGELY TO ACCOMMODATE INDUSTRY OBJECTION. 

3. BABA RECONFIRMED THAT THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY FAVORS THE MORE 
EXPLICIT LANGUAGE REAFFIRMING THE OECD ENVIRONMENTAL PRINCIPLES 
DEVELOPED FOR INCLUSION IN THE PROPOSED US-JAPAN ENVIRONMENTAL 
AGREEMENT TO THE VAGUE LANGUAGE PROPOSED N THE RECENT GOJ DRAFT. 

THE EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S RESPONSE TO REFTEL TO 
ENABLE DISCUSSIONS OF THE AGREEMENT LANGUAGE TO GO FORWARD. 

EMBASSY WILL ALSO APPRECIATE ALL POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE TO MR. BABA 

DURING HIS VISIT 

SHOESMITH 
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